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ANGER 


TWt can ao doubt that 

aa w leave 'M and eater 
'99 the holla welcoming 
the new year will for aaay 
have a hollow ring. There 
la no prospect of change, 
ao there ie no coerea for 
opt falsa. For the working 
clean ie Britain 1909 will 
simply be the final year 

la what can only be des¬ 
cribed aa " a decade of 

despair". Many of the rights 
aed freed nan, to belong 

to a Trade Obion, right 
to strike, a right to decent 
housing aad a decent wage 
ate., fought for aad woe 
by previous generations; 
Peterloo 1019, Bloody Sunday 
1007 have been eroded, 
clawed back, or challenged. 
The old consensus you hear 
Bishops, Lords, and labour¬ 
ites aoatallgally bleat 
about has ended. 


lhathcera governesst are 
quite naturally representing 
in all arena econaalc, 
social, and political, 

the iateresta of just one 
class their class, the 
ruling class. In pursuit 
of their objectives, they 
are aug arrogant aad vind¬ 
ictive. They ignore the 
hard-wringing of the Liber- 
ala and appear deaf to 
their anted plena for cou¬ 
pons ion. They often ride 
rough-shod over the wishes 
of a bewildered aajorlty; 
when occalsloaally defied 
by a pocket of resistance 
la the working claaa, the 
nlners, blacks on Broadwater 
Para, or printworkera. 
They hide behind their 
police, appeal to their 
courts, or seek sanctuary 
in their houses 
the House of Cannons and 
the House of Lords. 

With leas than 401 of the 
popular vote, but a aajorlty 
of 100 N.P.s, thev have 
in fact becaar an 'elective 
dictatorship.' 

Otoe result ta that parlia- 
aeatary deaocracy, and 
indeed parliament itself 
la no longer seen as a 
vehicle or instuitutioa 
for 'real change'. Those 
seeking to refora the systoa 
to present theaaelvea aa 
the alternative adalnistra- 
tora i.a. Kinnock and the 
Labour Party all ridiculed. 


aad aade to look Hap, 
iapotaet and stupid. For 
those with an lavestaent 
la the syataa thla is of 
coarse potentially very 
dangerous. If the camouflage 
of pari latosotary deaocracy 
is stripped away. If dis¬ 
cussion and debate appear 
futile. If elect loan t hou¬ 
se Ives offer no prospect 
of real change they know 
that those seeking justice 
will be forced to look 
outside parllaaeat for 
a solution. That la what 
the Queen who coal aerated 
with Kianock af.er Covan, 
the expressions of concern 
froa Liberals about the 
'fabric of society' the 
founders of charter '88 
'the north south divide' and 
ao on, are really worried 
about. Don't for a aoaent 
believe that they are con¬ 
cerned with your welfare 
or alne it is only their 
own welfare their very 
own existence they cherish. 


They know that Thatcher 
and the tor lea are hated. 
The chilling indifference 
or even diaappointaeat 
displayed by the 'lower 
orders' after the Brighton 
Boab in 1984 la indication 
of deep seated division. 


Historically when capitaliaa 
enters a crisis, then antag¬ 
onise aaong clasaea that 
always exist but are largely 
hidden In tlaea of relative 
prosperity coae to the 
surface. People go to 
extremes left or right, 
and 'desperate' aeasurea 
are considered in pursuit 
of desperate solutions. 


then do they constantly 
provoke and ignore the 
guarded warning of thair 
colleagues. It is quite 
staple. They are looking 
to the future, you aee 
despite all the hype, all 
the propoganda and deceptive 
Bullshit puaped through 
the aedia, an econaalc 
alracle putting the Great 
Back la Britain etc. The 
systea we live under 
capttallax - is la deep 
trouble aad they know it. 
Nonet ar iaa la amply a 
economic con-trick. Product¬ 
ion has rarely at the high 
points of the '80's reached 
the low polata of the '70's. 
What has Increased la prod¬ 
uctivity which siaply arena 
that workers In work have 
produced sore per head 
rather than greater product¬ 
ion overall. The bosses 
have increased their profits 
at the expense of the unem¬ 
ployed. The workers la 
work are allowed a aaall 
share la thin success. 
The aillioaa of unemployed 
surplus to requirements 
are taunted, accused and 
attacked. This illustrates 
two things, one that la 
the workers rather than 
the ho a aea that create 
wealth, and secondly that 
capitaliaa isn't working. 



T0*r d.ASS WAIIIOBS CELEBRATING THE PAST VICTORIES IN THF. 1900 
TO FURTHER TRIUMPHS. OVER THE WORK INC CLASS IN THE 1990'S. 
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Similarity, the US the 
Jewel in the Crown of the 
'free world' has a balance 
of payaentn deficit between 
what they sake and sell 
against tdtat they buy and 
consuae of 132 billion, 
la per rentage teraa this 
is on par with aany of 
the so called debt-ridden 
under-developed Third World 
countries. In fact since 
1968 the US has been trans¬ 
formed froa the biggeat 
net creditor the nation 
lent the aost, to the worlds 
biggest debtor, who borrowed 
the aoat. 


Claaa conflict la the nora 
and the claaa warriors 
re-enter the political 
arena. Issues are discussed 
and decisiona taken on 
class rather than national 
lntereata . The only people 
«dm have anything to gain 
froa auch a development 
are the working class aa 
the Toriea operate on this 
basis already. 


Sid froa British Gsa, No 
he aald "They were not 
looking to Sid but to Sidney 
a superior type of Investor" 
Their intention to privatise 
water and electricity ia 
not just for short term 
profit, It la not ia 
pursuit of a political 
dogpa. It ia for the long 
tarn political control. 

Aa we enter the final year 
of 'Thatchers decade' the 
labour tarty the party 
of the alternative govern- 
aent ia in a complete 
ahaablen. They still clala 
to be a socialist party 
but no longer even talk 
of social inn inst ead they 
talk of 'new real iaa'. 
Socialiaa ia a system where¬ 
by the working claaa who 
produce all the wealth 
in society take power and 
run society in the Interests 
of their claaa. Aa the 
rich who designed the curr¬ 
ent systea run it in theirs. 
Of course the rich who 


Whatever else they any 
be and despite vast evidence 
to the contrary the Toriea 
are not stupid. In fact 
they are very astute. Why 


That is why the Toriea 
appear so vindictive, so 
relentlessly ruthless, 

ia pursuing their programme. 
They are operating In the 
long Lera interests of 
their class. They know 
the crunch la casing so 
no# ever esutioua 

they are dis-eralng the 
'eneay within' and shoring 
up their own defences. 
On the one hand they are 
disabling the institutions 
of the working claaa, Trade 
Unions etc. on the other, 
centralising the power 
of the state, aralng the 
police removing the right 
of silence, building more 
prisons etc. 


will never relinquish con¬ 
trol voluntarily, it will 
have to be taken froa then. 
So by definition to be 
a social 1st to ac helve 
this transfer of power, 
la to recognise the necceas¬ 
ily of revolution. 


Under pari laaentary demo 
cracy though people have 
class internal they do 
not vote aa individuals 


' v 


VICTIMS or THE 'ECONOMIC MIRACLE'. 


Everything la being done 
with an eye to the future, 
to inevitably of class 
conflict provoked by the 
collapse of the syataa. 
They are in a hurry; in 
a race against tlae. They 
have eipreaaed their intent¬ 
ion to place all national¬ 
ised industries ia private 
hands. They no longer even 
pretend, that It is an 
attempt to create a 'aaall 
share owning democracy'. 
Lord Young admitted candidly 
that the sale of British 
Steel waa not aimed at 


Under parliamentary demo 
cracy though people have 
class interests, they do 
not vote as a class, a 
block vote, they vote aa 
individuals, they vote 
for the party they identify 
aa being best able to repre¬ 
sent their individual inter¬ 
ests. Thla la the dileana 
for the labour tarty reform. 


In the past labour tarty 
manifestos have promised 
to re-distribute wealth* 
la the direction of tie 
poor, during the I970'a 
they even threatened to 
"equeese the rich until 
the pipe squeak", stirring 
stuff. Of course the labour 
tarty have never actually 
taken power, but through 
the electoral ayetea have 
achelved a parilaaentary 
aajorlty. The problem is 


that the real power exists 
outside parliament with 
the industrialista , judic¬ 
iary, police etc. If they 
do not want to co-operate 
then labour cannot iapleaent 
the aecceasary changes 
and so are forced to renege 
on their promises. Their 
supportera f-el betrayed 
and became oisll1unioned, 
they are all the same etc. 
In 1945 labour got 482 
of the vote, 1966 472, 

1970 432. 1979 372, 1906 

322. Funnily enough it 
ia only when labour are 
elected, when they lake 
'power' that they are ex¬ 
posed as frauds and charlat¬ 
ans. After each election 
there follows a airing 
of broken promises, betrayal 
which further erodes their 
credibility. Bit by bit 
they destroy their own 
social base. 

In an attempt to remain 
viable they drift right 
wards to woo the aiddle 
classes. To attract then 
they sake concessions at 
the expense of the working 
claaa. Standing up to the 
unions etc. causing further 
alienation and loss of 
support. The st rategy of 
a coalition of clasaea 
the Lib-lab pack etc. has 
worked in the past, but 
it is not longer possible. 
This ia where the new real¬ 
ism comes in Kinnork and 
Hatteraley recognise that 
since '79 the Tories have 
caused a fundaments) change 
In the balance of forces 
in Britain. The capitalists 
and the rich have gorged 
theaaelvea on privatisation, 
aligned to the gelding 
of the unions through, 
unemployment and legislation 
are now simply too strong 
to be threatened let alone 
taxed. Any proposals to 
finance plans for social 
refora, IMS, unemployaeni 
etc. By taxing the rich 
would force these patriots 
to flee the country with 
their loot. (Prior to '79 
it was illegal to take 
more than 150 In cash out 
of the country. Removing 
thla restriction was the 
first Tory law through 
parliament). Soon they 
will again own all the 
industries; coal, electri¬ 
city, water etc., on which 
the country relies, ao 


it ia they rather than 
the unions who 'can hold 
the country to ranaoa*. 
During the last election 
in *86, Hnttersley acknow¬ 
ledged that it would have 
to be the aiddle classes 
on (50,000 a year rather 
than the rich that would 
have to finance hla plans 
for the poor. The effect 
was to drive then back 
into the arms of the Tories 
Catch 22 . 


The left wing of the party 
attempt to compensate for 
this rightward drift by 
empty rhetorir and futile 
threats. The posturing 
and posing by a number 
of councils on n number 
of peripheral clavr. Issues, 
equal opportunities, gay 
rights etc. is exploited 
by the aedia o suggest 
ihat it is the ooney left 
rather than the rabid right 
that is res' jnslble for 
the crisis. Th basir appeal 
of these lr.t-wingers ia 
to self s«.rif ice rather 
than aelf Interest. It 
ia an appeal to aiddle 
class liberaliaa rather 
than working class social inn 
aiaed at people who have 
nothing. It creates resent - 
aent rather than understand 
ing. Hanwhile, consistently 
check ag their own ioperable 
<redoutials on anti-apart- 
hied or the iaportance 
of using Nicaraguan coffee. 
Tlmy close creches and 
libraries, sack caretakers 
ind teachers, crushing 
without a qua la the very 
people they rely on for 
support. 


These are the reasons why 
labour are 'unelectable'. 
Thatcher set aa her goal 
the deatruction of sociallam 
what she has actually ach 
eived is the demolition 
of the labour tarty as 
we have seen not quite 
the same thing. The labour 
tarty will not disappear 
it will contest the ground 
previously held by the 
liberals. Having betrayed 
both the working claaa 
and the aiddle claaa, if 
thev are ever to be elected 
they will first have to 
prove to the ruling class, 
the capitalists, that they 
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Recently the ____ _ 

in Algeria declared the In dep e nde nce of the occeeled 
territories of the Meet Ink aad Casa strip. Recognition 
of the nee A ral stat e he a com froa 60 states. TOo 

He lest la lea Liberation Organlent Iona lander Taaaer Arafat 
neoe the 'moral force' of the Palesttalaa caae providing 
the basis of a diplomatic offensive and farther recognit¬ 
ion of their right to exiat as an Independent state. 
It represents a nee stage la the established tendency 
tonerda International diplomacy aiaed at achieving West¬ 
ern support aad a rejection if only temporary, of thei 
allitary straggle eaged against Israel. 1 

The declaration of Independe n ce is aerely a tactical 
starter backed by the coatlasing 'Intifada' or uprisings 
in the occupied territories of Palestine, a gesture 
tdiich although celebratad in the West Bank aad Gasa 
*111 reunin an unrealiankle entity for yeara to cone. 
Arafat indicated that if the current policy ues net 
with a rebuff "God kaows the outcoae”. Perhaps aore 
accurately Dr George Nabesh lander of the Popular Proot 
for the Liberation of Palestine asld that he did not 
believe the PUO'a strategy would succeed and that 'arued 
struggle' would eventually have to be rsensed. 

In Israel the leaders of the two aain political parties 
predictably rejected and derided Palestinian claim 
to independence. The right wing Prim Minister, Yitahak 
Shmir stated that the struggle against 'terrorist organ¬ 
isations' would continue. For 'terrorist organisation' 
also reed unarmed Palestinians protesting in the occupied 
terroritles aad Palestinian aettleamta in the Lebanon. 
The repression will not be halted and Western 'opinion' 
and 'diplomatic pressure' won't alter the egressive 
ailitarian of the Israeli state, leader of the opposit¬ 
ion labour Party Shlaon Peres stated the Iarse11 position 
clearly when he said "The right to self-deterulaation 
is in fact another nsae for a Palestinian state. There 
ia no chance even froa the Palestinians view point that 
any of their demnda will be aet before negotiations. 
Lag not sari ns that aftsr aaaot 1st lorn the* will be 
jet either", - 

The Israel la atate, backed by US dollars and guns la 
n profoundly racist entity baaed on deaying the Palestin¬ 


ian Paoples right to exist within n sovereign state. 
Pr*-mr and post-war plantations spurned by their own 
opprmeio. 1. Europe the Zioaist. bought u” Arab Land, 
f or astt lamat: whew they coulda t buy a homland they 
n!T7T 1 *V rroriBt P* 1 ** ha. not halted, 

mf fl^Talr *"* °* tr *J*** th * fWmtlaian people have 
nilrrJ. ur0n TO f«r*et into internal- 

t ”* 1 of that. The uprisings 

t h ^ ^l —tintann l " the occupied territories has 
bom m honourable and heroic reassert ion of the peoples 
oppoeitloa to the Israeli state. In itself and despite 
the morality of their cam this is not enough for vic¬ 
tory, 

A wishful scenario could be constructed. Diplomtic 
pressure night produce economic and ailitary sanctions. 
The US night Join in exerting that pressure. The Arab 
•ight have to exert its own economic power to achieve 
the latter. Yes pigs night fly. Essentially agitation, 
political pressure and the 'moral force' of the ram 
has done nothing to achieve liberation in South Africa, 
Ireland, 1st in America etc. 

The PU> will anke political gains in the short tera 
but in the end liberation for the Palestinian is inextri¬ 
cably tied up with the liberation of the Arab and Jew 
alike. It in tied to the development of the overthrow 
of Israel from within and of the Arab world from within. 
The Palestinim my achieve some local autonomy but 
such as it ia, it will be determined by the needs of 
Isrml and the US. To break out of that it rags ires 
revolution. 


THE PALESTINIAN INTIFADA’ 
RAISES THE STAKES 


OTHER GOALS 


There is onl> one tern 
in London tdiich i currently 
providing a o««che for 
its supporters on Saturday 
home notches. fillmll 
Football Club who for the 
first tine in their imtory 
are competing in the First 
Division have encouraged 
•m* coamaalty initiatives 
that have proved extremely 
popular. Whilst other clubs 
are concentrating their 
financial resources on 
building new stands and 
special executive boxes, 
Mlllmall with the assistance 
of (70,000 froa Lewlahaa 
borough Council have funded 
■ eomnunity scheme that 
offers far aore to the 
local camunlty at a price 
thst they cm afford (not 
a price of the cheapest 
(8.00 sent at Oie Isas). 

The eomnunity scheme - 
a proposal previously set 
by the GLC three ymrs 
ag<> - was suggested to 
all London clubs with only 
four taking oa tne initia¬ 
tive; Arsenal, Charlton 
and Fulham with Charlton 
and Fulham folding due 
to their upheavals. 
Mlllwsl Is scheme which 


constats of two caaaunlty 
development officers, offer 
the following: 

• A Saturday afternoon 
creche. 

• Visits to local schools 
*d*ere black footballers 
discuss raclsa and hoollg- 

• 200-300 Ft EE TICKETS 
lor ham notches to school 
children. 

• An over 50's club who 
um the executive mite 
for their bowls games. 

• Soccer and tennis clinics 
for boys and girls and 
professional footballers. 

• Fun runs with the players. 

• The Mlllwall aural. 

a Promotion of womena foot¬ 
ball. (Mlllwall Lionesses). 

lew.shm borough Council 
heve sponsored the club 
for (70,000 which neons 
the name Lewlahaa is printed 
on the shirts and local 
events are hosted by Mill- 
wall footballers. The club 
hm received mny letters 
of support for the sc hem. 

Cynics such sa aymlf always 
take such schema with 
a pinch of aalt. Of course 




J»ia community scheme of 
Mlllwalls is part of the 
my of building a particul¬ 
ar image and developing 
attendances at games as 
mil as sports sessions. 
Millml 1 might not be build¬ 
ing new directors boxes 
out of the pockets of their 
fans but there is still 
a directors box, the club 
does not belong to the 
fans. But there ia a posi¬ 
tive result to any attempted 
manipulation; a club like 
Mlllwall that expounds 
aati-raclsa through its 
players in local schools, 
and develops activities 
and facilities for women 
to participate in the club 
can create an environment 
in which the accepted norm 


don't Include lobbing 
bananas at black players. 

It also provides an opport¬ 
unity for socialists to 

take their ideas onto the 
terraces and reclaim them 
from the right wing and 
fascist ideas thst variously 
prevail. 

In a gam where sags pay- 
■nnta are exchanged on 

transfers. ticket prices 
increase, facilities for 
the posh get better whilst 
the average poor is excluded 
Millwmlls experiment ban 
■hown the potential football 
clubs have of servicing 

the local people rather 
than Just ripping them 
off on the door. THE SCORE 
1S 
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RED ACTION 
IN ACTION 


« HIDAY NOV MM HIE. FORMER MP BERNADETTE MCALISKEY 
(DEVLIN) SF0KE AT CONWAY HALL IN CENTRAL LONDON. TEE 
NEETINC WAS ORGANISED BY TEE TROOPS OUT MOVMRfT. MAINLY 
we TO A CONVERSATION OVERHEAD IN A PUB IN BEITBIAL GREEN, 
TO CHIEF STUMP FOR TO HBTMC CONTACTED RED ACTION 
AND ASKED US TD SUPPLY SO* 'AUXILIARY' STEWARDS. WE 
OBLIGED. WHO) WE ARRIVED, AN HOUR BEFORE TEE MEETING 
BANDS OF FASCISTS WERE ALREADY ROAMING TEE AREA. LABCE 
WMBKRS OF POLICE WERE ALSO IN TEE VICINITY AND DMEDIAT 
KLY OUTSIDE TEE NALL, WAS C0NJESTKD BY LEFT WING 
PAPER SELLERS. Ii TEE CONFUSION SOME FASCISTS TRIED 
TO GEY INTO TEE NALL RUT WERE CHAM JOKED. THEY INSISTED 
TEAT WE NAD NOT RIGET TO QUESTION TEW AS IT WAS ADVERT¬ 
ISED AS A 'PUEUC MEETING' AND TRIED TO PUSN PAST. ONE 
WAS lDOmriED AS RICHARD EDMUNDS, SECOND IN OOWIAND 
OF THE WmSH NATIONAL PARTY. EE INSISTED TEAT M WAS 
■OTgAMD TEAT ALL TEE FUSS WAS ' RIDICULIJS'. TE0SE INVOLVED 
NAVE ASSURED ME THAT THEY SPENT A CONSIDERABLE TIME 
WLUNC OVER TEE CONSTITUTIONAL PlOfUJM IE FOLIC MEET¬ 
INGS, Birr KITE IN n» SECONDS HAD DECIDED ON a SUITABLE 
IMLY - DBOP KICK IN C TEE WOULD-BE FUERHER STRAIGHT OVER 
APWCR. TEE OTHERS, AND MORE UNO APPEARED ON THF. SCENE 
SWTTLY AFTERWARDS WERE SIMILAR ILY DEALT WITH. 

MOST O F TEE PAPER SELLERS JUST ST000 AND GAUPED. BUT 

Jf E £ rs .J5£!L *52 9*° and s^anc irto 

ACTION. SOME TRIED TO RESCUE EDMUNDS; TO A BACKGROUND 
SHRIEK OF 'DICKHEADS' PROM A PROMINENT MMBER OF T.O.M. 
W0 BERATE D US ' FOR STOPPINC PEOPLE FROM ENTERING TEE 
BUILDING'. SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, AN AUXILLARY STEWARD 
WAS FRTSICALLY ATTACKED BY WOMAN SELLING SOCIALIST WORKER 
gL ACCUSED HIM OF RE1NC A 1EUC ETC. RED ACTION HAS 
HBI IN THIS BUSINESS FOR A GOOD NUMBER OF TEARS AND 
TEE LAST TEINC WE HAVE COME TO EXPECT IS GRATITUDE, 
EVEN SO Cl YEN TEE FACT TEAT THERE WERE ESTIMATES OF 
HinVEEN 60-100 HP/BNP IN TEE AREA, TOOLED UP, FULLY 
INTENT IN MASHING UP THE MEETING AND EVERYONE IN IT. 
THIS WAS STILL A I MARK ABLE PERFORMANCE. LATHI THERE 
WAS SOME SUSPICION TEAT A CAR PARKED NEAR TEE BUILDIHC 
MICOT CONTAIN A BOMB. THE NAME TONY LECOMBER WAS 

NDmoWED. WE DISMISSED THE IDEA AS IT WAS HOT HIS STYLE 

BASED ON NIS PREVIOUS EFFORT, IF IT HAD BEEN DUE TO 

® OFF, HE WTOLD STILL HAVE REF* IN IT. ( IN 1985 HE 
WAS BLOW UP IN A PRMATURE El PLOSION), LATER II TEE 
WIN INC WE HAD CAUSE TO QUESTION A LATE ARRIVAL LOOKING 
FOR 'BERNADETTE'. AND OBVIOUS 'WRONC'UN' WHO UNDCI INTER¬ 
ROGATION REVEALED THAT THIS ATTACK RAD BEOI PI JURIED 
AT LEAST A MONTH IN ADVANCE. ACTINC ON INFORMATION RE¬ 
CEIVED A CERTAIN m JARVIS FROM LOUGHTON HAS BEEN PVT 
m aw ONISTMAS LIST. WHEN WE FINALLY ASKED HIM TO 
LEAVE. HE APPEARED RELUCTANT AND OquIRED IN A HIGH 
PFTWED VOICE 'IF THEY (TOE IRA) WERE 00 INC TO KILL 

HW. HE WAS TOLD IN A GENTLE BANTERING TONE - YOU UNDER¬ 
STAND - TEAT IT WAS UNLIKELY 'AS THERE WERE TOO MANY 
OOPFERS ABOUT'. HE DIDN’T APPEAR REASSURED. HIS RELUCT¬ 
ANCE TO LEAVE WANT THAT IN THE END WE HAD TO PHYSICALLY 
THROW HIM OUT ON THE STREET. 


WHEN TOE MEETING WAS OVER WE DECIDED IN THF. INTERESTS 
SAFETY OF TOE AUDI DO.. MANY ELDERLY IRISH AMONG THF*. 

TO ESCORT THM TO THF. NEAREST TUBE. TO WRONG¬ 
FOOT TOE FASCISTS WHO WERE MASSED IN A PUB NEARBY WITH 
AN EASY ACCESS TO BOTTLES AND CLASSES WE LEFT BY THE 
REAR EXIT. THE TROOPS OUT ORGANISERS WHO HAD REM CRITI¬ 
CAL OF US EARLIER DID NOTH INC TO DISTINGUISH TOMSELVES 
LEAVING TOE AREA BY CAR. CURIOUSLY IN TOE LATEST EDITION 
OF THEIR MAGASINE THEY MADE NO MENTION OF ANY OF THIS. 

cenotaph 88 

LIKE LAST YEAR A.F.A. MARCHED DOW WITBUU. AND 
QEC* AGAIN THE NF MARCHED OH RMMBERAMCE DAY PEON VICT- 
™ aKnkK ‘ “W "ARCHES PAST OFF WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. IN PREVIOUS YEARS RED ACTION PLAYED A SIGNIFI- 

2JL P ^*I aD P0LICIiG 1W ANTI-FASCIST 

MAROI. Birr WE DID NOT TAKE PART THIS YEAR. WE FELT THAT 
TWMARCH ORIGINALLY DESIGNED AS A PUBLICITY STUNT HAD 
* IlgAL. AN EXCUSE TO AVOID CONFRONT!NC 
OBJECT OF TOE EXERCISE IS AFTER- 
S " *”»*• SIMILARILY TOE PATRIOTIC 
,K M CUIMT HC RMMRERANCF. DAY' (PEON WK7T- FOR 
V * kPVUL TO «*SP®CtABILITY WHICH 
i*LaHZT£, !?J® Aim-FASCISM GENERALLY AND EVER 

“ VjTH TO E POLITICS Of RED ACTION PARTICULARLY. 
ALOJC WITH E MBERS OF DIRECT ACTION MOVMENT WE DECIDED 
« SO !! ,I,,C *** DTK TIVE TUAN SYMBOLISM WAS RE- 
^ S °" S ™ AT W CA HROT 00 INTO HERE, THINGS 
** PU '* ED - WW TEAT WAS OUR 

AP0L0CT POt ™A T - « battle 

T ”_ STlmT,S ' 7705 * T - TO BIGGEST MOB 
BASILY . DESPITE THIS TOE WHOLE AREA OF CENTRAL LONDON 
“AS STILL CONTESTED WTIE CLASHES AT VICTORIA, TRAFALGAR 
2““' ®®ANDWIT (HEADWJNTERS RAN 

AGAIN), AND KINGS CROSS, WE STILL MANAGED A RESPECTABLE 
ACT!? IS TO ONLY LEFT WINC SOCIALIST GROUP 
^^A. WIT! AN EPEDMIC OF RACE ATTACKS 

WNilNC AT 70,000 A YEAR AND STILL RISTNC THE LEFT'S 
FOSI TIOE 'WAT FASCISTS - I SEE NO FASCISTS' 
.^ 0 2I? ,P7 ^ • n A “AY IT BCHOCS TOE 
j™ 7 ™ “ IST ® » TO GERMAN WEIMAR REPUBLIC 

7111 ™l«» tEICE. TACTICS APART THE ISSUE 
OF IACIM MUST BE HIGHLIGHTED, THE PIOBLMS CONFRONTED 
"?I W A goesfieact OF SILENCE 

ni m NBDI * TW STATE. THROUGH 

SJLJJL W7 . 77, “ , L™ POUR ARRESTS MAINLY ANTI- 

FASCISTS. CABI>: STREET BEAT HAVE PROMISED TO ORCANISE 

^S* tAISIiC M,mTS 70 «AISE MONEY POR FINES 
AND COURT COSTS. 










RED ACTION ON MERSEYSIDE 

1 In finding out more/ getting active 

n the North West or on Merseyside. There is a grouping 
°* *nd supporting members on Merseyside who can 

oe contacted by writing to: 


the article below is 

BT HICHEA1. FKHN. FROM TOE 
NATIONAL PORTS SHOP STEWARDS 
OOtet ITTEE. 


OWc »X*>" 'Rod Action' 
rwkJ the nation, only 
hours after a blanket ban 
ha If coverage of Siaa 
ftia sad Its supporters 
wu * isouacad by the govara- 
m <. TOo **d Action aeabera 
an notorious IRA/INLA 
esi |x rtera 


m\ r '•tern appeared on 
• H <3 docuarntary Brass 
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•as to be pointed out, 
red sore on the state 
•afety la the betiding 
atry than on natters 
eralae the sis counties, 
programs Itself raised 
very pertinent points 
only about aafety la 
beildlng trade but 
the attitude of eaploy- 
aad aaployees alike. 


started off with none 
ills* statistics le 
•tattering 1,500 people 
jt • • lost their lives la 
i» past tea years alone 
\n at laaat a half a mlll- 

• i have suffered Injury 
of oae kind or aatoher 

o the aaae period. The 
|U -ation Bust then be jaked 
h. v such statistics can be 
/derated and vhy aafety 
"tadards are so blatantly 
il norad by the employers. 

K b and Steve two Red Action 

• tiding workers pointed 
•»it that It was the eaploy- 
»<at structure which Is 
uilgue to the buildiat 
i tdustry which allows aaplo- 
»-ra to ahIrk responslbll- 
>< las. They explained how 

( (Ke sain contractors eaploy- 
rd little or no staff but 
•'sployed flraa of swb- 
oatractors who la turn 
•eployed casual or luap 
about to actually do the 
»<irk, therefore paasint 
loe buck down the line. 


CONTRACTKK1£RS 


ffw programs centred oa 
the dally work of the fact¬ 
ory inspector whose job 
it was, to inspect aafety 
standards oa building sites. 
Soae of the scenes ahown 
“ the cassra followed 
her around on her visits 
could have bees laughable 
but for the fact that this 
«Ma't soae coaady program*- 
but an everyday altuatioa 
vhich caused the deeth 
of 152 people last year 
alone. One incident on 
one site was where aain 
supports on a section of 
scaffold had been reaoved 
to aafce way for 'access'. 


Another 

couple of blokes froa 
'Murphys' working on a 
dangerous trench which 
was liable to collapse 
on thus. Oh the lastructions 
of the foreaan they were 
told not to work in the 
hole until it waa node 
aafe. Half an hour later 
when the Inspector returned 
they were bock In the hole 
working away, on the Inst ru¬ 
ction of the mmmm for man. 
The tradegy that caa result 
froa such situations was 
reflected la the deeth 
of John Tattaa a 37 year 
old office worker who had 
only just started work 
la the building Industry. 
He had no previous knowledge 
of building work and waa 
an epeletic, yet his aaploy- 
ers amazingly enough aent 
his up to work on the second 
floor of a building. He 
fell backwards over the 
aide of the building and 
was killed. There were 
no statutory aafety harr¬ 
iers. In court Johns employ - 
era were found guilty and 
fined a sere £250. Who 
says Ufa laa't cheap? 


There were other cases 
such as 23 year old Thoasa 
Pahey who lost his hand 
la a coaplexed concrete 
alxiag aechitw after glvea 
a sere 30 ainete instruction 
oa the operation of the 
aachiae. 

However auch accidents 
do not appear to bother 
the eaployers. Why should 
they? With an average fine 
of CA50 In a aagistrates 
court they are hardly going 
to be wetting their pants, 
particularly when last 
years coablned profit of 
eight construction flraa 
alone stands at £500.000.000 


So why then do the workers 
stand for auch conditions. 
Aa Bob and Steve were quick 
to point out 'theres always 
aoaeone waiting to take 
your place'. As Steve point¬ 
ed out, "if you caaplaln. 


they say hey look just 
another trouble anker get 
rid of hla". Steve alao 
told of the t las he refused 
to work la an uaasfe trench 
(tdilch mbs constantly caving 
in) aad was proaptly glvsa 
the boot. 

It use a docuarntary that 
ande one feel bitter about 
personal tradegy in this 
vast industry, but aalaly 
it aade you rage about 
nonchalant attitudes to 
constant deaths and injuries 
that are becaslag a daily 
incident, are nothing sore 
than another statistic 
to the eaployer who treat 
auch deaths and Injuries 
Merely aa another place 
of plant equipment that 
haa to be replaced. 


Ae Bob pointed out "you 
just never think Its gonna 
happen to you, I bet the 
152 workers that died last 
year did not think It would 
happen to than either. 1 * 

Though the prograane heavily 
laid the culpability for 
the deaths and saining 
of thousands oa the aaploy- 
era it ignored the real 
scandal which la the collab¬ 
oration of the trade unions 
Im^ mtjBgmtn to corporate 

really attaaptlng to organ¬ 
ise the sitss they opt 
Instead for the infmoons 
'check off' nystea. In 
return for a guaranteed 
trouble free future the 
Bubbles agree to deduct 
a £1 a week froa the workers 
wages. Why 


should they worry, it coats 
thus nothing. Oh paper 
the official increases 
the slae of the union. 
The workers of course get 
literally nothing. 

As revolutionaries ue have 
no illualoaa that in a 
conflict between aafety 
and profit under capita11an 
there caa only be one win¬ 
ner. The bosses are after 
all la the business for 
profit. We know that, they 
are the recognised corny. 
However, In class war, 
aa in any war, special 
hatred la always reserved 
for treachery and traitors. 
When that day of reckoning 
cornea the officials in 
question can rest assured 
that their collaboration 
will not be forgotten that 
of course, is another story. 


DOCKERS 


SINCE TOE MINERS STOIIE 
IN 1964-1965 AND LATER TOE 
PRINTO0RKERS AT WAPPINC 
IN 1966-67, THE ISSUES ARE 
CRYSTAL CLEAR - IT IS TOW 
AND US. THERE WILL BE NO 
COMPROMISES, IT IS A FIGHT 
TO TOE FINISH. TOE DOCKERS 
WILL FIGHT. 


RED ACTION MERSEYSIDE 
P.0. BOX SO 
SOUTHPORT 

PR86BH 


1 SUPPORT 
REDACTION 



Rad Actios is aa orgaaisalioa founded by working dais 
people le work far I be farthering of (he cause ef 
SodaHsai. Membership h open lo sil who accept oar 
political prtaeptes sad pay a weekly subscription Every 
member has aa equal vote oa nM Red Actios policy and 
deacMoas. 

If you s upport oar aiau but do not wish lo becosM a 
member. you can beco^ne a sap^wrrtisg member. I his does 
sot entitle you to vote, bat yon wiN receive. 

1. A free subscription lo the newspaper. 

2. A regular Internal newsletter that win beep yea 
informed ef wbai la going aa ia the nrgsslmtloa. 

3. Notification af any Red Actioa activities ia yoer am. 

Tbs cast for this is £ IB far aae year. 

Subscriptions lo Ibe paper are still available separately. 

The coet la (3 paaads for loo Imam. Please remember that 
producing a paper Is a very uneconomic busines s and we 
are always vary grateful for aay donations, and especially 
grateful io aayoae who caa take extra copies lo seN. 

AM cheques aad paalai sedan should he made payable 
la Rad Action . 

P.O.BOX IBS P.O. BOX 49 

HATFIELD 130 KINOSLAND HIGH 

HERTS STREET 

LOHDOH 1.8. 


Since the Tories took poster ten years ago, they have 
been intent on aaaahing the trade union aovment. The 
Thatcher government haa not forgotten the defeats the 
Tories suffered in the handa of the ainera and the dock 
era In 1972 and 1974. When it roees to clans warfare, 
the Labour Party aaya this ia a thing of the past, while 
the Tories carry it out on behalf of those they repreaent 
the aiddle and upper claaaen. 

Trade union rights that took a century to build have 
taken only ten yearn to demolish. Trade unions are now 
in strait jackets. They aunt hold secret ballots before 
any strikes, and on failure to do so the union is liable 
to sequestration of ita funds. If the result of a ballot 
ia 09X in favour of strike action, any acab who has 
taken part in thin vote can ignore the result and go 
to work with the full protection of the law. The Tories 
call this democracy. 

Now Ih unions are in handcuffs and chains, the Tories 
feel free to attack, knowing that at any aign of court 
action, the trade union leadership will desert their 
Members. A recent example of this la the scamna strike 
ia Itover, where Sae NcCluskey said on TV that if necess¬ 
ary he would run the union from a teat on Claphaa Cannon. 
Within weeks, he wan appealing to a court for the funda 
and buildings of the Notional Union of Semmn. He left 
hla amebers to fight on without official aupport. 

After aaaahing the elnera In 1984, the printuorkers 
in 1986, and the Itever nemsen In 1987, the Tory backbench 
hyenas are still looking for blood. 

(b»e of the last strongholds fo organised trade unions, 
particularly unofficial organisation, lx in the dock 
industry. The dock industry ia alao a hundred per cent 
closed shop, another of the Tories obaesaiona. Soar 
lending Tories are aoet violently oppoaed to the closed 
Miop. Thatcher and Leon Brittain are barristers and 
Member of the Bar Council, the oldest, and probably 
aost powerful closed shop ia Britain. 

Approximately 95X of dockers ia Britain are aeabers 
of the TKMJ. The other 5X are menhirs of the National 
Union of Railwayman. Seventy per cent of all cargo going 
In and out of Britain goes through what in known aa 
registered ports. This aeana that porta where the labour 
la controlled by the National Dock labour Board. The 
rent are knoun aa unregistered porta, but aost of their 
workers are atlll Members of the TOCWU. They include 
two of the biggest porta in Britain Felixstowe and 

Dover. Dover does not handle cargo, aa ita tonnage cases 
from roll an roll off ferries. 

The registered porta (DLB porta) labour ia controlled 
by local boards, with equal numbers of trade union and 
employer represent stives, with an alternating chatrwn. 
They aeet to decide on discipline, and recruit sent, 


although thin has not Itappened in london since 1973. 
This Beans that no docker ran be sacked by an eaployer 
until his caae haa been agreed by the DLB. He ran be 
narked for stealing or for violence or for falling to 
attend for work for any long period without notification, 
hut for very little else. 

It ia this control of the industry which the Tories 
call a job for life. The. safeguards offered by this 
arheae are the centre of the attacks on the registered 
dock workforce. The National Association of Fort Eaplo 
yera and their Tory backers want one thing in the dock 
induatry THE RIGHT TO HIRE AND FIRE. This would allow 
then to get rid of the shop stewards mid any ailitant 
docker who oppoaed then. 

The Tory government in 1972, aiding the employers, arres¬ 
ted five dock workers who were pickettlag inland contain 
er depots which were stealing dock work. This caapaign 
was led by the Hational Fori Shop Stewards aovrmrnt, 
and two of those in prison wore aeabers of thin caaait- 
tee. The NPSSC ianediately called for a national docks 
strike. Within twelve hours, every major port in Britain 
had stopped work. The strike spread rapidly to other 
industries, and when approxiaalely one million people 
were on strike, in napport of those in prison, the Tory 
government of the day, retreated and ordered their re¬ 
lease. 

They were iaprisoned for contempt of court and they 
refused to purge that contempt. They were releaaed due 
to the solidarity action by other workers. 

The attack now being built up by Tory backbenchers to 
abolish the NM£ shows that they have not forgotten 
their defeat in 1972. At the centre of the fightbeck 
against this latent caapaign is the name committee, 
the NPSSC, aa defeated the Tories ia 1972. The TWWU 
docka section ia committed officially to defend the 
NDU1, but if la the event of a strike, the official 
union given Ita priorities to ita funda and buildings, 
and not to Ita 10,000 dock workers, the NPSSC will be 
the ones to defend the dockers joba. Thin could prove 
to be a strength and not a weakness. 

We aa the dock workers do not have vast bank accounts 
or buildings to be aeqaeatrated. We will be fighting 
for our jobs aad ue will fight to the finish. This coun¬ 
try is atlll an Inland, haa aa yet no tmmels, no bridges 
and just 10,000 handle 70S of all this countries iaports 
and exports. 

We proved our selves once In 1972, aad if the Torlec 
attack aa again we can taka then on and win. Aa in 1972, 
wr will need the aaaistance of every trade unionist 
to help ua in thla tank. 






'In Thatcher im aa Caulllaa the laadet embodies the 
popular will: haowa Instinctively what the populaa 
faal and want; her heart beat* la time with the peaplee 

heart. So_*he can appeal over the head* of the 

aupponed repreaoatltves of the people to the people 
tbeaeelvoe.' A quote froa a new book called Thatcher 
iaa' aaalpaiag the auccaaa and etple of the Prim* RU- 
later a aora out table title for the booh aight hove 
been 'Ou* Leader. One lace. Ohe Halloa.' 



night thought^ 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


RKO ACTION hi AN ORGANISATION Mil NIMII TO WORK TOO* 
IMI. I NIN V. Of THE L'AFIT ALINT SYSTEM OE PROOl tTION ^ 
THF 1ST ARI.ISHMF.NT Of A SOCIALIST ONE 



CAPITALISM The and «f capital and tab* 
•Rar -wd. de pant by Re mphoiag daxm far 

•Mb da daaaadi aflbr warMai rtea far MRbrr < 


r raaaat aw bv i w earRid. la 
pvaitv prafh. bbiMaraalcaollki i 
•atv Uwwar bom etc. hhladw 



The Chancellor baa recently given nasalvc tna coin 
to the rich. Heamuhlle, the MIS la callapalag. hoa- 
pitals ara cloalag and narnea nr* denied a llvlag wage. 
Children are actually dplag froa lack Too 

will be forgiven for thlaking that the (Wallor la 
juat a big fat baatard who doaaa t give a fuck. Rot 
ao. aad hare la a photo to prove it . good old ilg* 
at a faad ralalag benefit for Groat Oraoad Street Qilld- 
roas Hospital. Aaaarrrrggghhh. 


British Coal la to head exclusive barasinln” rightoto the 
U.D.N. at too new super pits for the first taayaara 
of productioa irrespective of the number o* ■Sahara 
they will recruit there. BrltlMi Coala industrial 
relation, director Nr levin Bust -ode It claar it wou d 
aegotlate with the scab O.D.H. even if It failed to 
recruit fiOJ aeabera at the pita. »P *** 

a union which has ao .ambe r *? l»iy Indeed? In the 

abacK* of aaloas the alaars can alwaps rely on aanagera 
Ilka Ken Moans to look altar their interests, aa he 
raasrhed recaatlp on proposed changes la coaditloas 
'It doesn't aaaa to aa to be anything very onerous 
.boat working underground for 10 hours or so. - 
OR SO? __ 

Asked bp Idiaburgh Labour N.P. If dhe thought ’her 

Chancellor Rlgal Leweoo was still brilllaat’ Thatcher 
replied 'I think Hlnbargh la a very floorlahlag citp. 


During the ouch hppa 112 fila 'Battle 4 Nua'. Bono rev¬ 
eals that he la sot a pacifist aa previously ruaoured . 
ha sapports the A.B.C. 'Wien a v« B la forced to take 
up ma against an oppressor blrY, blah' Nla new found 
ail itancy does not extend to the co-terror lata of the 
1.1,A. The 1.1.A. aay thop are fighting a revolution 
'Moll I aay feck the revolution.* People who do not 
live In Belfast 'do not r on line what la going oa 
will It be churl lah to point out that Bono wan hlaaelf 
Dublin born and bred. He goes on '1 want no part of 
a revolution that drags people out of their house* 
la front of their wive, and kids', of course aa aethoda 
go neck lacing in ouch aor* refined. 


Sane people began to dis¬ 
perse, but we told thee 
DOR'T RUN THEY WON'T CHABCE 
THIS IS BBITAIR. 

(Student quote 6th Deceaber. 
Guardian.) Next thing 
you know they wil be shoot¬ 
ing unaraad suspects lath* 
lag u named auapects in 
the back. 


•Tfc. MM people who welcoae tax cat* *ich give U00 
or aora to the vary rich, very aoleaaly announce 
that it la utterly wrong that the vary mm P«°pl* 
SSu *lm £7.25 a w* 1. child b^fit. Th. 
nrh don't need th* aoaep they tall as, bat. If th* 
US dU't childlLafit. they don't seal tax 

Ton !■» fillMM* Observer 6th Hovaaber. 

'Rupert (Ihirdoch) aad %*. Thatcher coaaalt regularly 
on every laportaat natter of policy....he la the Phaeton 
Prlae Ntnieter of th# coaatrp. 

Char lea Douglaa Hone. Ex-editor of The Tiae* . 


gggg|§ | 




_„ tl , elected will certainly be the evil of | a m». m »h*a b happrax *m MR hr mMHoa* of othm ia ttaptag b 

two leasers' I Howrm thm m wnar Icaturrx that »«aM haw•*b* prrwet to m . Morr 

| »* »owtd hr ••Rut toconUdrf M a» wicMdiU. 

A roMent froa a voter on th# eve of the U.S. President- I pvgut tmNFRhHIP Ouh *bm .« M it* amp* prvdncUw naan and 

lai°»T#c t Ion. I huhnlry aw takes M§ public ennvnMp, •« M b» paaiMr lar «h» drmucraUc MR ot 

Ulel * Clt ° n - Q , |dn«^u,^d-.dw,-v--d-mmph^dbidwaM.vMail>awf-, 

With oalf 91 Billion /Merleana voting and another 91 ■ mmm . two «R rxadl * a maad n la rw a a a pwdsrtio* aad »«abb. 

sill ion staying at h.SS. George Bunh was elected bp | CONTROI. OF SOCIETY Ai Raw who occupy pexMan* of pe»«r aad aalbatMt 

about 261 of the uhole coaatrp. 


'The boat two alnutes of ay Ufa' 

Actress Angela Dickinson. 

On her affair with Preaidant Kenn edy. 

'Hr. Bash is aa intellectual.' 
ind -adlo 10th November. 

'Bush la ao Ronald Reagan.' 

Aaerlcan spooking on BBC World Service. 


•I've got George Beah bp th* balls.' 

The confident boeat of Panananlan dictator General 
Noriega. Baaed on the fact that the planes used to 
ferry guna to th# Contras In Nicragun. via Ollie North 
on th* instructiona of George Buah. where also used 
to ferry drug* for General Noriega. 

Guardian, 2nd Hovaaber. 


•I've only got two worda to aay to you, 'Packing 
traitor.' 

A government whip during the unsuccessful Tory back¬ 
bench revolt and eye teat charges. 

Cuardian, 10th Noveaber. 


'Her' approach ia economic, and she doesn't want to 
know about huaaa right*.' 

The verdict of Hr. Helvati of the Turkish human right* 
association, on human right* activist Margaret Thatcher. 


FREEDOM AND EQUALITY AI «R be expected U> roetribe* lo prxdartta* and 

f^ual 

The aa Ml paavtdr adrgaale lacdMex is cat* far Mr a»«h af (hr Hdrfh. del 


Tbm »R be fradom ar < 



INTFJIN A TWIN AI JAM The capMWM tcoaoeUc xyxln 
Mxwfaw da a eu gg h i«» overthrow M k a »«M»tdr 
have the me MUreeMv N h hn»xalbli lor inrlafcs 
caaaW). ax da pawn of bMwasttoaal rapMaRua would 


NO parliamentary road to social** y 


Mhlakedap 
oar. AA »oH 
a lo exhi la I 
IrnabN. 


km «»w>vHar< 

Mads* ia am 



UNION STRENGTH. AA F SUPPORT ANY PKRET UNU IN DEFENCE CM 
RORRF.RS UVINC. STANDARDS. Mr xupport ■ araag argaahrd raak aad INr 
amwaaat •Mhi* da aaMan. I aioa olfMah MaeM hr n» «n r d ax Isag as Mrv 


la Wkr atdaa MMiptadral a< Ihr aflkRh abra arrrwary ■ 


THF. IRISH NATIONAL I.IRLRAIION STRIC4.IL AGAINST CMR CMAN 
RUUNG CLAW* M> •eppe" ^ ■» •BP"*' - pdapk *» ■arM ew rlv JW 
h«k. Mr -r.adM.aaRi voepoei Mr rt*i of Mr makdlaaao mah. Tbr hW 
Rrpabkraa Anay. aad Ibr Irk* Nadoaal UbwaUoa Ara). lo — 
anqgft M Cm daw caaatf) Inra RMdxb ndr. Mr drax «n*i laipirartoa froM 

mmmmtt ia txldrti Ihr) coadacl lb»W UrvgWr. «*d fniM lb> 


THE COMMV NISr STATES Da n gfa r la nmM 

Cabaalr.aivaMdMVxaMplrxMloaadprwr urdalbxra 


had* R-xUa. CTWn. 
aadrdraMt. la ear *ie» 


can be t ranted. Die real 
future la aa the unofficial 
left-wing of the Tory party. 

In tan year* Britain has 
developed froa a two party 
aystaa Into a oa* party 
atata. 

For those who believe th# 
aystaa must be eaaahed, 
this presents a grant oppor¬ 
tunity bat the opportunity 
aust be grasped . the fall- 
are to do this could aaen 
great danger, la an acceler¬ 
ating economic crlai* the i 
political vacuum la aor* 
likely to bs exploited 
by the far rlght/feaciet 
than the revolutionary 
left. The influence of 
the left among the working 
class can never have been 
lower this caatury. Die 
Canaan1st Party has splint¬ 
ered end in any case la 
often aor* right-wing than 
Labour. Die largest or 


■oat visible of groups support for the national 
on the left lack confidence liberation straggle la 
la thaaaelve* their politics Ireland is used aa a lttaua 
and the working class, teat to distinguish refora- 
Diere often esiata a aasalve for. revolutionaries, 

gap between their theory t h« it la 100'a rather 
| and reality. Die laadarrftlp than thousands. That la 
are not unaware of thin, the brutal reality. 


tara thalr face* to th# 
la ft and turn thalr backs 
on the class. They need 
to recruit, ao they poach 
| on each others aaa her *. 
Aa a defensive aaaaar* 
sectorlaaim ia tolerated, 
when not openly encouraged. 
The composition of their 
oryMlaatlon reflect this, 
belag increasingly student 
based academic lad aove- 
aaata. Die public perception 
la that revolutionary aoc- 
laliaa la the exclusive 
property of the alddle 
classes rather than the 
working claae ea . la all 
the left wlag orgaalaatloa 
probably number ao aor# 
than 10,000. If practical 


Ust year Rad Action re¬ 
sponded to an appeal by 
the Irish Republican 
Socialist Marty for th* 
help la sponsoring aaaa 
of their prlaonera. It 
was almost 12 months before 
other political groups 
did likewise. Even then 
we still set up three times 
aa many eepport groups 
aa anybody alas. For os 
there can be no gap between 
theory and action. Me be¬ 
lieve Individuals or organ¬ 
isations should be Judged 
sot by what they aay bet 
what they do. Talk la cheap. 
We aay have aaay fault* 
but faw Illusions. We aay 
lack the 'sophistication* 
and aaaa of th* resources 


of others, but u* ar* not 
fools. We tears from the 
al stakes of others who 
do not adalt to asking 
aay. We do not clala to 
have all th* answers, but 
then we are not th* finished 
product. We know that it 
la not a good time to be 
a revolutionary. In a capit¬ 
alist society it is only 
natural that capitalist 
ideas have greater currency. 
Socialism is oa the retreat 
aad people do not Ilka 
to Join loalag sldaa. We 
know it la oar Job to help 
politicise the working 
class or fall ia the att- 
eapt. There la no other 

way. Rad Actios know what 
we are fighting for and 
aore specifically what 
we are fighting against. 
There are dark days ahead 
but if w* continue to 
operate on this basis, 
if th* worst comas to th* 
worst, at least we'll be 
among the first to know. 





























































